

Dear Senator (or Representative) ___________________

I am a laboratory professional (give your title here).  I work at __________ and I live in your district at __(your address)_________.  

Timely and accurate clinical laboratory testing is essential to the health of all Minnesotans.  Tests for infectious diseases such as H1N1, strep, hepatitis, HIV, and others are just one part of the services that clinical laboratory professionals provide to the public.  In addition, these highly trained professionals crossmatch blood, test for genetic diseases, run diagnostic tests for diabetes, heart disease, and many other conditions.  Although some types of testing are automated, more and more types of testing utilize advanced techniques, such as molecular (DNA based) tests.
Laboratory professionals are often not visible to the public, but their services provide 70% or more of the diagnostic information used by physicians and other health care providers.  They are the largest group of health care workers that are not licensed in the state of Minnesota.  Federal regulations allow most clinical laboratory testing to be done by high school graduates trained on the job.  In Minnesota, most laboratories employ staff with associate or baccalaureate level training in clinical laboratory science.  This practice recognizes the complexity of the field, and the fact that incorrect test results may lead to wrong diagnoses, additional expense and suffering, or even death.
In the 2011 session, the Minnesota legislature will be considering bills to license clinical laboratory professionals.  Please support these bills in the interest of quality health care.



